ITS MEANING

"As a satyagrahi I "must always allow my cards to be examined
and re-examined at all times, and make reparation if an error
is discovered."

A critic may say:

^What have you gained to warrant the breaking of your fast ?
Not one of the terms of your ultimatum to the Thakore Saheb
has been fulfilled, except the release of prisoners. But you never
took the fast for their release."

On the surface, this argument is perfect. It is con-
sistent with a vengeance. My answer is : ^The letter
killeth; the spirit giveth life.7 The life-giving fact is that
Rajkot has become an all-India issue and the place of the
Thakore Saheb has been taken up by the Viceroy, whose
word I have no reason to doubt. Even if the Thakore
Saheb had gfanted all my terms, I should not have been
sure of due fulfilment, though I -would have been obliged
to accept the.tn. What I have deliberately put in doubt
is the .meaning of the famous letter given to the Sardar.
In .my ultimatum, I had acted on the assumption that it
bore only one meaning. But as a satyagrahi I .must always
allow .my cards to be exaxnined and re-examined at all
times, and .make reparation if an error is discovered.
Hence, my reading of the settlement is that God has given
me much more than I had ever expected. Time -will
show "whether my claim is justified.